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DISCOURSE 
Is moſt humbly Inſcribed 
7 
His Lonpsup's 
moſt obliged, 
and moſt dutiful 
Chaplain and Servant, 


Eras. HEAD. 


— 1 


1 TIM. iv. 16. 
Take Heed unto thy Self, 1 unto 


tiy Doctrine; continue in them; 
for, in doin e "this, thou ſhalt both 
5 


7 
2 thy ſelf, and Them, — hear 


HIS is a Part of the excellent Ad- 
monition, which St. Paul gives 
Timothy, whom ne had conſtitut- 
ed Biſhop of Epbeſus, for the due Diſcharge 
of his paſtoral Function; and as it was 
not peculiar to the Epi ſcopal, but common 
to the whole Sacerdota! Office, I have ſe- 
ring it as appoſite to 75515 folemn Occa- 

on. 
The Caution, here enjoined, reſpects, 
1, Our ele. 2. Our Doctrine; enforced 
with a moſt affecting Motive — our own 
and other Mens Safvation : The Appli- 
cation of which ſhall be the Buſineſs of 
0 following Diſcourſe; in which, with- 
out preſuming to dictate to thoſe, from 
whom it would better become me to re- 
| p ceive 
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ceive Direction, I ſhall tranſpoſe the two 
Parts of this Caution, and conſider, | 


I. Our Doctrine. 
II. Our Practice. 


I. Our Doctrine is comprehenſive of il 
the Principles and Precepts, which we in- 
culcate to the Belief and Obſervance of our 
Hearers, and is, as thoſe are, 

1. Moral. 
2. Religious. 
3. Political. 


1. Our moral Doctrine includes all the 
Truths and Duties, which it concerns Men 
to know and do, as moral Agents, — ſuch 
as neceſſarily reſult from, and are annexed 
to, the Relations they ſuſtain, and the Rank 
they hold, in the Creation. 

_ Theſe Truths and Duties, which are co- 
eval with human Nature, and antecedent 
to all external and poſitive Preſcriptions, do, 
in their orderly- Arrangement, compoſe 2 


complete Syſtem of Morality. Any ſuch | 


Syſtem, howeyer, as can no be framed, 
could not ever have been ſo, ſince ſuch 
an one never actually was ſo, by mere Res- 
ſon, in its lapſed imperfe& State, without 
the additional Light and Aſſiſtance of di- 
vine Revelation. [Thoſe are, therefore, 25 


ungrateful as arrogant, who, from whit 
Reaſon 


DIY 


. 


| Reaſon is now able to do, peremptorily 
| conclude what it could afways have done, 
who infolently employ the Powers of it 
lagainſt the Maſter, which has improved 
them, and abuſe the Knowledge, which is 
owing to Revelation, in arguing againſt its 
INeceflity. Thoſe. better-meaning Perſons 
Were, at the ſame Time, neither to be imi- 
Weated, nor approved, who, to aggrandize 
Revelation, undervalue Reaſon, which, af- 
Wer all that can be ſaid in Favour of the 
Jorious Superſtructure, muſt be acknow- 
We:doced as its only ſound Foundation. In 
Wonſequence of which, moral Subjects, whe- 
Her ſpeculative or practical, are by no means 
Wnproper, as ſome have fancied, but highly 
Neceſſary, for a Chriſtian Preacher, whoſe 
Wuſineſs it is to cultivate the Knowledge and 
lanners of his Hearers, as human Crea- 
es, and who cannot either make or keep 
hy one a good Cbriſtian, unleſs he be a 
Wood Man, ſenſible and obſervant of what 
> ought to have believed and done, had 
ere been no ſuch Thing as Chriſtianity 
the World. Chriſt, we are ſure, came 
ot to diſannul, but to confirm the mo- 
Law, with a more explicit Promulga- 
Won of it, and inculcates it, as do his Apo- 
s, in all its Branches. Even the eminent 
ron, who gives the Caution before us, 
No excelled as much in human as in di- 
e Learning, and was as great a * 
| pber 
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ceive Direction, I ſhall tranſpoſe the two 
Parts of this Caution, and conſider, 


I. Our Doctrine. 
II. Our Practice. 


I. Our Doctrine is comprehenſive of all 
the Principles and Precepts, which we in- 
culcate to the Belief and Obſeryance of our 
Hearers, and is, as thoſe are, 
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2. Religious, 
3. Political. 


1. Our moral Doctrine includes all the 
Truths and Duties, which it concerns Men 
to know and do, as moral Agents, — ſuch 
as neceſſarily reſult from, and are annexed 
to, the Relations they ſuſtain, and the Rank 
they hold, in the Creation. 

_ Theſe Truths and Duties, which are co- 
eval with human Nature, and antecedent 
to all external and poſitive Preſcriptions, do, 
in their orderly- Arrangement, compoſe 
complete Syſtem of Morality. Any ſuch 
Syſtem, howeyer, as can now be framed, 
could not ever have been ſo, fince ſuch 
an one never actually was ſo, by mere Rex 
ſon, in its lapſed imperfe& State, without 
the additional Light and Aſſiſtance of di- 
vine Revelation. Thoſe are, therefore, 4 
ungrateful as arrogant, who, from whit 
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Reaſon is nom able to do, peremptorily 
conclude what it could always have done, 
ho infolently employ the Powers of it 
zzainſt the Maſter, which has improved 
them, and abuſe the Knowledge, which is 
owing to Revelation, in arguing againſt its 
INeceflity. Thoſe. better-meaning. Perſons 
ate, at the ſame Time, neither to be imi- 
ſtated, nor approved, who, to aggrandize 
Revelation, undervalue Reaſon, which, af- 
r all that can be faid in Favour of the 
lorious Superſtructure, muſt be acknow- 
Nedged as its only ſound Foundation. In 
Wonſequence of which, oral Subjects, whe- 
er /peculative or practical, are by no means 
nproper, as ſome have fancied, but highly 
eceſſary, for a Chri/tian Preacher, whoſe 
buſineſs it is to cultivate the Knowledge and 
anners of his Hearers, as human Crea- 
res, and who cannot either make or keep 
ny one a good Chriſtian, unleſs he be a 
od Man, ſenſible and obſervant of what 
> ought to have believed and done, had 
Were been no ſuch Thing as Chriſtianity 
the World. Chriſt, we are ſure, came 
ot to diſannul, but to confirm the mo- 
Law, with a more explicit Promulga- 
Pn of it, and inculcates it, as do his Apo- 
s, in all its Branches. Even the eminent 
ron, who gives the Caution before us, 
ho excelled as much in human as in di- 
e Learning, and was as great a * 
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falſe Rhetorick, to cancel the eternal 7 


Ka is not enough, in evincing_or enforal 


189 
pber as an Apoſtle, not only oftens treats of 
but logically — on, Subjects of th 
Kind: And had we not had ſuch a Prec. 
dent, it could not miſbecome us, in th 
Diſcuſſion of the ſame, to demonſtrate, bj 
ſuch Arguments, as each is le of, th 
CO of any Truth, and the Fi itne d 

any Duty, incumbent on baman Belef a: 
Practice.” _ ©: .* | 

This, I am Gery to fy, [thank is %% 0- 
much Need to do in the preſent Ani 
when the great Principles and Duties d 3 
Morality are not only diſregarded in F¹ 
but controverted in Speculation, —when be 
feſt Attempts are made, by 


gation of Virtue, and to propagate Vice 
a Thing not only innocent, bat | benefial 
to a Community, In comfronting ſul 
avowed Prophaneneſs, which indeed falls 
properly under the .Cognizance' of the Wy 


giſtrate, as of the Preacher, all we can doi b 
to ſtrip it of ita ſpecious Difguiſes and expd a 
it in its native Deformity; which dober A 
ſon, whoſe: Teſt it cannot ſtand, will ee 
ſupply us with Means of doing, to the fl i 
Conviction and Satisfaction ar — io | 5. 
nuous Mind. he 
When we sMreſs ur. ee « a: 
would hope, we 'aſually do; to thoſe, o 5. 
own the Obligations af Morality in genen & 


F 


1 


any particular Truth or Duty, to reſt it ſole- 
Bly on the Strength of rational Arguments, 
without ſhewing how it is illuſtrated, en- 
Blarged, and corroborated, by the external 
Authority of Revelation. On ſuch Subjects 
as we ſhould not be fonder of citing the 
eſtimony of an heathen Poet, or Ph1loſo- 
ber, than that of a divinely-inſpired Pro- 
bet, or Apoſtle ; ſo ſhould we not prefer any 
Watc-invented Schemes, which are more in- 
Wcnious, than ſolid, more entertaining, than 
Wanſtruftive, to that good old Form of ſound 
Nord, which, tho' we need not, as we can- 
Wot, confine ourſelves entirely to its Phraſes, 


a certainly now as juſt a Standard, as ever, of 
= orality.— When any Virtue, or Vice, is our 
£1 heme, we ſhould not treat it as an abſtratt 


Idea, or as we find it in any ſcholaſtick Sy- 
em of Ethics; — we are not to conſider it 
Jo much in its own abſolute Eſſence and For- 


=. i. 


* mality, as in its relative Conſequence to its 
20; ents—as it is promotive, or deſtructive, 
co of their true and ultimate Happineſs. In 
0 bich View, we ſhould repreſent it, not 
A oaly as conſonant, or repugnant, to the Law 


of Nature, but as agreeable, or diſagreeable, 
the Will of the ſupreme Being, the Crea- 

tor, Superintendant, Legiſlator and Judge of 
the Univerſe ; ever applying the grand San- 
Aion of all his Laws, eternal Rewards and 
Puniſhments; in which, after all that has 
been ſaid of the natural Charms of Virtue, 
| B and 
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and the Love of it for its Wn; Sake, we 
have vaſtly the Advantage of all other MM 
ralifts in the Inculcation of our whole moral 
Doctrine. 3 | 5 


2. Our religious Doctrine includes all tie 
Truths and Duties, which Men are to be. 
lieve and perform as Chriſtians ſuch as ar 
peculiar to that Religion, and are contained 
in the New Teſtament ; as it is ſupplemen- 
tally connected with the Old, and 5 perſede 
all prior Diſpenſations. * _ 4 
Whilſt we are able to demonſtrate, again 
Deiſm and Fudaiſin, the divine Authority of 
the Chriſtian Revelation, we ſhould, in di. 
cuſfing the Subjects of it, be ſure, that what 
we recommend, under that Character, u 
Belief and Practice, be either expreſsly de- 
livered in, or at leaſt by juſt and neceſſary 
Conſequences - deducible from, holy Sei- 
pture ; in the Interpretation of which, afte 
duly acquainting ourſelves with its origind 
Language, we ſhould always expound on: 
Part ſo as to be conſiſtent with another, and 
not pervert the Senſe of the Text by an 
forced ungrammatical Conſtruction, As wt 
ſhould he cautious how we father upon i 
any Hypotheſis, which may be the mere Of 
{pring of our own inventive Fancy, and ſt 
ther Matter of Cariofity, than of Faith; ſo, i 
the Diſcuſſion of its proper and genuine Do. 
Qtrines, we ſhall do well not to apply wid 
: 0 


*** IIPEIIIEY 
' . N * a> ha ad. 4 TY ? 
bd. fy = © et 0 +. 


[ rx, 

thoſe ſubtile Queſtions and Diſtiuctions, with 
which one Set of Writers, unwarrantably 
eſpouſing e, to Theology, have cloud- 
| . and puzzled, inſtead of clearing, the 
Meaning of the ſacred Oracles, and, in Ef- 
ea, done more Harm, than Service, to ſound 
Religion. In treating the Topics of the 


4 Goſpel, we, ſhould beware how we handle 
en. its terres, eſpecially that which is the 
de; Subject of 25s Feſtival, which ſome of our 

WBrethren, more zealous than wiſe, attempt- 
in ing to explain and illuſtrate, have but too 
11 jultly expoſed both it and themſelves to De- 


ion; whilſt others, warmly engaging in 
Wintricate Diſputes about it, have been inad- 
Wvcrtently. hurried into Extremes equally re- 


note from the Evangelical and Catholick 
lr Truth. All Myſteries, ;-ye ſhould reſt 
cri. perſuaded, are, as ſuch, inexplicable, as be- 
after ing above, though not contrary to, finite Rea- 
zin ſon; inſtead, therefore, of p etending to ex- 
one lain them, which is as abſurd, as it is pre- 
n amptuous, all we have to do, is to deliver 
205 them juſt as they are revealed, and vindicate 
8 we them from any Charge of Contradiction, 
n i hich, if really implied in them, would ren- 
Oer them, impoſſibly, unfit Subjects of di- 
une Revelation and of human Faitb. 

fo, Theſe Cautions reſpect all Chriſtian 
Do- Preachers in general; but, as, by the Neglect 
ay df of them, Chriſtians have lon ago ceaſed to 
thok be / at large, and become © of di- 


B 2 ſtin& 
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ſtinct Societies, differing in their Modes of 
Faith and Worſhip ; ſo we are to conſider 
ourſelves as the Preachers of a Church, (blef. 
ſed be God !) the pureſt, which Chriſtianity 
has at this Day to boaſt —a, Church invio- 
lably retentive of all its Eſſentials, and ine. 
concileably abhorrent to all its Corruption 


: 


and Innovations, I 

As the Church of England can ſufficient. 
ly defend the Validity of. her Ordination 
againſt the malicious Pleas of That, from 
which ſhe juſtly ſeparated, and inveſts he: 
Miniſters with a competent Authority, which 
is awanting in the Teachers of. other Sech 
that have /chi/matically ſeceded from her; 


ſo does ſhe not allow her Clergy, as th: i 


Church of Rome moſt ſhamefully does hen, 
for their and her Emolument, to preach up 
Opinions and Obſervances, which were ne. 
ver taught, nor intended, by Chriſt, and hy 
Apoſtles ; whilſt the holy Book, which would 
detect their Falſhopd, is locked up from the 
People in an unknown Tongue, and its Peri. 
ſal, with reſpect to thoſe, who can interpret 
it, is actually laid under an arbitrary Probi. 
bition :—But ſhe, as ſhe is not conſcious 
of any Fraud, or Error, not 'only allows, 
but recommends to her Laity, the impartil 
Reading of the Bible; and, at the ſam: 
Time, that her Clergy may conform thei 
Doctrine to it, preſcribes to their publick 
Aſſent and Uſe certain Forms, in which ſit 

exprelſe 
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preſſes her Sentiments, ſuch as are her 
Kreeds, her Articles, and her Liturgy. 


ef. Her Creeds, in the Subſtance of which 
ity Worce with her all other Churches of Chriſt- 
io m, are the Apo/tles', the Nicene, and the 


{thanafian : —The fir/# of which, though 
Wt cannot be proved to have been drawn up, 
Nactly as it now ſtands, by the Apoſtles, is, 
Wowever, as ancient as their Times, and, in 
Wi: mplicity, exceeds the ſecond, which was com- 
Woſcd by the famous Council of Nice, with 
view to the Condemnation of the then 
Wrevailing Hereſies concerning the Son and 
Wy Ghoſt, as was alſo the 7h:rd, which is 
Will leſs. /imple, and, whether the Work, or 
Wo, of the Father whoſe Name it bears, 
Was been univerſally received, near a thou- 
Wind Years, as a moſt valuable Summary of 
rthodox Faith. The Senſe of the to for- 
her we can hardly miſtake, but, as to the 
, we ſhould be careful to diſtinguiſh be- 
Nat its /ab/tantial and formal Parts, — be- 

nxt the Catholic Faith itſelf, which is of 
vine, and the paraphraſtical Comment, 
mach is only of human Authority, and fo 
move the Scruples and Offence of thoſe 


erlons, who think every Clauſe in this 
rtial reed is required to be believed on Pain of 


Damnation. Ps 

As there is no Church, nor indeed any 
ll-regulated Society of Chriſtians, but what 
as to the common Articles of Faith ſuper- 
: added 


NY 

added its own peculiar and diſcriminating 
Tenets; fo did our excellent Church, for 
after her happy Reformation, draw. up her 
whole Religions Senſe in thoſe Thirty. nir 
Articles, to which, at our Entrance on he 
Miniſtry, ſhe demands our Subſcription, ani 
which, as they are the Reſult of ry 
Years ſerious Dehberation, may be preſumed 
to be a mature and ſafe Standard of oy 


Orthodoxy in Matters of Religion. How 


loudly ſoever a Free-thinker may declain 
againſt all Subſcriptions of this Sort, 
Church, by the common Rights ſhe is in 
veſted with as a Society, has certainly ; 
Power to provide, in the Uſe of ſuch Men 
as ſhe judges proper, for her own Prefs. 
vation, and conſequently to fix the Qual. 
fications of her Officers, and demand fron 
them ſuch an Overt-a# as may be at one 
a Teft of their own Aſſent to her eſtabliſh 
ed Doctrines, and a Security that they wil 
faithfully inculcate the ſame to her Peopl: 
This juſt and wiſe Precaution we at 
not to fruſtrate by either ſubſcribing or 
terpreting theſe Articles in any other Sent 
of the Words, than that preciſe and detern. 
nate one, which was intended by the origind 


Impoſers of them, and has all along been um 


derſtood by their Succeſſors, our Governo 
in this Caſe. —— We cannot do fo witt 


out an enormous Violation of Moral Ho- 


neſty, and an Infringement of that fut 


damenti 
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Bamental Principle of mutual Confidence, 
Which is the Baſis and Cement of all So- 


The ſame we are to obſerye with re- 
ect to the Liturgy of our Church, to 
ich, as it now ſtands by Law eſtabliſh- 
Wd, we promiſe, under our Hands, our 
Wuntual Conformity, and which indeed, 
Witer the ſeveral Reviews it has undergone, 
to be eſteemed the moſt rational and 
Perfect Form of publick Worſhip in the 
hole World: —a Form equally calculat- 
Wd for the largeſt and the ſmalleſt Capa- 
Witics—pure in its Sentiments— perſpicuous 
its Language —orderly in its Method — 
= jnificant in its Ceremonies — ſo comprehen- 
Ne as to include every Thing fit in a com- 
on Addreſs, and yet fo conciſe, as never 


Wo weary a fincere Devotion. Therefore, 


1 hilſt we can fully prove, againſt the ex- 
\ = porary Effuſions of either Enthuſiaſm or 
1 boecrih, the Laufulngs and Expediency 


% Forms of Prayer in general, we cannot 
le this with more Reverence than it de- 
ves, and is due to its great Object, nor 
00 often remind our Hearers of the extra- 
Wdinary Privilege they enjoy, above thoſe 

other Communions, of joining in it, en- 
eing them, by a true Diſplay of its Ex- 
Fellence, to rorſhip the Lord in the Beauty 


Holineſs, 


© Our 


E 16-1} ; 


3. Our political Doctrine comprehend 
thoſe Principles and Practices, which Men 
ought to entertain and obſerve, as they an m 
Members of this or that particular civil Con. ne 
munity. | | | 

As the Chriſtian Clergy were never de. 
ſigned to be exempted themſelyes from a due 
Subjection to Civil Magiſtracy, fo are they, i 
by the general Precepts of their Religion a. 
its Preachers, required to inculcate the ſan: 
to the People under their Care; to whid 
common Obligation the Church, of which 
we are Miniſters, has added her own ſpeci 
Injunctions. 8 

In taking Heed to our Doctrine in thi 
Reſpect, we ſhould be careful to ſuit it t 
the ſettled Form of the Engli/h Government 
which we and our Hearers live under, - 
a Form of Government, which has, fron 
its firſt ancient Eſtabliſhment, continue 
the ſame, with very few and ſhort Inte; 
ruptions, and which has long been the Gl 
of This, and the Envy of other Nation 
—— Though it does not become any d 
us to ſhew ourſelves abler Politicians diu 
Divines, to delight more in canvaſſing tit 
Tranſactions of the Senate and the Counci 

Board, than in deſcanting on the Opetatin 
of Nature and Providence, or diſcuſſing tit 
Topicks of Morality and Religion ; — ti 
41 ;: we 
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ve may do well not to intrude into the 


e 
2 Province of Miniſters of State, and not 
an meddle with Things with which we have 
om. nothing to do; — yet, as it is our Buſineſs 
within our own Sphere, to inculcate, among 
&. WM other Relative Duties, thoſe of Prince and 
due ect, fo we cannot rightly do this without 
hey daring the Meaſures of the Prince's Power, 
and of the Subject's Obedience, in which 
m we ſhould be very cautious that we do not 
nal ker either the one with more Authority, 
hi Wor the other. with more Liberty, than is 
«co eſpectively allowed by the Conſtitution of 
be Realm. This, which in all Diſquiſi- 
th, tions of this Kind, we ought to keep atten- 
t tively in View, is the true and only Standard 


f our Political Orthodoxy. — It is an 
egregious and miſchievous Errror to confound 
Wa mixed with a imple Monarchy, and the 
Adminiſtration with the Legiſlature ; as too 
many have done, who, deriving their Notion 
of Regal Power, from Precepts and Prece- 
dents, which reif pe& Ab/olute Princes, have, 
W without Diſtinction, applied the ſame to a 
Linited One, — have made-no Difference 
betwixt a Prince inveſted with the whole 
Legiſlative, as well as Executive Authority, 
and One, who has only a certain Share of the 
Power, by which the Laws are made; and, 
though He has the whole in executing them, 
Cannot ſet aſide, ſuſpend, or diſpenſe with 
them, without the Concurrence of thoſe, 
1 & who 


[18 ] 
who are inſeparably joined with Him in theit 
Enaction. 

Leaving it to another Profeſſion, which it 
may better become, to exactly adjuſt the Bound 
of the Royal Prerogative, it is our proper Con. 
cern to clear our Religion from fathering a Do- 
ctrine, which is diſowned by Reaſon and 
Common Senfe. — Chriſtianity found the 
| Forms of Government as various as they ar 

now, and, being defigned for all Nation 
did, without offering to alter any, ada 
itſelf to each, and left Men and Bodies d 
Men, juſt as it found them, in their Cini 
Capacities: And, as it makes no Prince 
abſolute, that were not ſo before, ſo does i 
leave the Meaſures of Obedience, due t 
each, to be determined by the Fundamenti 
Laws of each particular Community ; but 
to the Legiſlative Power of each, in who 
Hands ſoever, whether of one Perſon, or d 
many, that be lodged, it enjoins an uncond. 
tional, implicit Submiſſion, without which 
all Government would be precarious, and tit 
Ends of it ever liable to be defeated. — 
In this Senſe of Paſſive Obedience we cui. 
not too ſtrenuouſly inculcate That Doctrine 
and, by ſo doing, ſhall approve ourſelis 
at once the beſt Patriots, and the beſt Sub- 
jets; the trueſt Friends to our Country, and 
to the Gracious PRINCE nom on the Throne, 
who claims the Crown by no other Jil 


than what the Legiſlature has wiſely 1 vel 
ks | im, 


6 
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Him, nor pretends to hold it by any other 
Tenure, than the Obſervance of thoſe Con- 
ditions and Engagements, the grievous Breach 
of which, in a late Adminiſtration, juſtly 
forfeited it; and, to the Exclufion of all, 
whoſe Religious Tenets will, I hope, be an 
eternal Bar to their Succeſſion, happily occa- 
fioned its Settlement in His 1/luftrious Fa- 
W mily. £ 
155 FA our long Experience, fince His Acceſ- 
ſion, leaves not the leaſt Room to fear, whilſt 
He ſways the Britiſb Scepter, any illegal 
Exerciſe of His Prerogative; ſo have we 
no Need to preach up to our Hearers Their 
WT ſeveral Privileges, otherwiſe than as giving 
W them a juſt Senſe of them may be proper 
to raiſe their Love of a Prince, who is fo 
tender of them, and their Indignation againſt 
all Foreign and Domeſtic Invaders. 
This (GOD knows!) of late we have 
had great Occaſion to do; and none of us 
can poſſibly have too much exerted our- 
ſelves in our Pulpits, during the amazing 
Progreſs of a REBELLION, the moſt 
aggravated and inexcuſable, that ever was 
ſet on Foot in the World. 
The laſt Spark of this Infernal Flame is 
now, I truſt, near its Extinction, by the ſin- 
gular Courage and Conduct of our Sovereign's 
own gallant SON, the Chief Inſtrument of 
Providence in the Deliverance of the endan- 

gered Nation, which, on This Day, grate- 
1 e fully 
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fully renders its Publick Thanks to Heayen; 
for His glorious and Happy Succeſs. 

To fortify the Allegiance of our Fellow: 
Subjects againſt the perpetual Attacks of o 
Party among us, ever aſſiduous in the Cauſe 
of a Popiſh Pretender, we ſhould guard them 
againſt the Magical Deluſion of a Diving 
Hereditary, Tndefeafible Right, by expoſing 
it as a Chimera, which has no Foundation 
either in Reaſon, or in Scripture, — which 
was entirely unknown to our Anceſtors —= 
is directly repugnant to the. ſtanding Lau 
and utterly incompatible with the Conftita- 
tion of this Kingdom. 

At the ſame Time, without putting odiou 
Caſes betwixt Prince and People, or ſetting 
at Variance the Church and Stute, which 
ſome have been too fond of doing, we ſhould 
repreſent the Intereſts of Both as ' connedd 
and interwoven together, and.mutually pro- 
motive of each other by their harmonious 
Union and Coalition. {0 
And whilſt: we do. not detra& from tht 
Dignity of a legally-crowned Head, but pro 
mote the Veneration, which, in the Senf 
of all Ages and Nations, is due to it, along 
with that Submiſſion, which is owing to 
Magiſtrates, Supreme and Subordinate, i 
the lawful Exerciſe of their Authority, 
we ſhould diligently foment Thoſe Diſpoſ- 
tions, which may make Men chearfully © ny" 
fign their Natural Liberty, in Exchange 1 
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he Protection, and many Benefits of Go- 
ernment, and preclude Thoſe unfavourable 
onceptions,, Which they are too apt to en- 
-rtain of Thoſe, who bear the Burthen of 
t, in an ungrateful arid uncomfortable Frui- 


en inn of their Civil Happinek. 
ine WP 7 ; f ( | *: 

ing WY To theſe imperfect Hints with Reſpect 
fon o the Matrer of our Doctrine, conſidered 


Moral, Religious, and Political, I ſhall 
@nly add, that, as to the Manner of it, we 
Whould propoſe Nothing by preaching it, but 
he real Good of our Hearers, and not be 
Auated by any ſelfiſh and ſordid Paſſion. 
Nie ought not to proſtitute a wor 2 to the 
Wiſe and unworthy Purpoſes of Revenge, 
\varice, or Ambition; we ought not to make 
ſe of it as an opportune, privilegious In- 
tument of venting our Rancout, or our 
lattery, of diſplaying our Learning, Elo- 
quence, or Addreſs, of catching Applauſe, 
ather than diſpenſing Edification : = Tho 


the o anſwer beſt the End of our Inſtitution, as 
c0- WW" ſhould not contemn Human Literature, 
n which has never had any Enemy but Igno- 
mn; WW ance, and of which, if we rightly apply it, 


e cannot acquire too large a Share; ſo nei- 


it er ſhould we _ the Uſe of thoſe Means, 
ty, A Pich are requiſite to engage Attention, to 
ofi- onciliate Perſuaſion, and to make the dee 


and moſt durable Impreſſion. * r e 
This 
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This indeed rather falls under, 


II. The other Part of the Caution j in teur 
Text, which is directed to our * 
rice, with reſpect, _ 


1. To the Offces, which belong to ou or 
Profeſſion. 


2. To the Duties, which are Wo tte 
on us in common with other Men. 


1. As the Buſineſs of our Profeſſion vi" 
more excellent, than that of any other, i 
its Deſign, ſo is it the moſt arduous 1 
its Execution, — Beſides. our Publick a 
Solemn Miniſtrations, in which we promit 
invariably to conform ourſelves to the juds 
cious' Preſcriptions of our Church, and u 
ſo doing fhall have little Difficulty, : we hat 
many private occaſional Offices to perforn, 
which, as they are left to our own Fidel 
and Judgment, require our utmoſt Vigilan 
and Diſcretion. 

As we have all Ages and Sexes, all Rank 
and Degrees of Mankind, for the Obje 
of our Paſtoral Care, fo have we all thi 
different Caſes and Conditions to correct, ui 
which, as we muſt conſult their vation 
Tempers and Capacities, ſo muſt we watch 
every favourable Circumſtance of Time, and 
Place, to apply our Advice with Soo 
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n the or Public Doctrine, take we ever ſo good 
Prac. 
l, cannot have ſo good Effect on parti- 
lar Perſons, as will our Private Inſtruc- 
ions. For, whilſt too many keep out of 
e Reach of the Pulpit, others, who do 
tend it, look on us as juſt acting a Part, 
nd liſten rather to be entertained than edi- 
ied, more attentive to our Stile, Elocution, 
nd Action, than to the Subſtance of our 
Diſcourſes, and few, even of the. beſt diſ- 
oſed among our Hearers, are ſo careful, as 
ey ſhould be, to appropriate their Share 
four common Addreſſes to their own Caſe. 
&- Theſe Defects of our Publick Preaching 
e muſt ſupply by our Offices in familiar 
Fcrſonal Converſation, with a juſt Senſe of 
hat general Obligation, which we have, in 
eſpecial Manner, enhanced upon ourſelves 
our own voluntary Vow, and which that 
e may diſcharge with the leſs Avocation 


2 Ol 


bent 


abe Diſtraction, we are exempted from the 
jet cular Services we ſhould otherwiſe owe 
our Country. | | 
- in However, our moſt accurate Performance 


f our Miniſterial Duties is far from an- 
ering the Intent of this Caution, with- 
at, what indeed is chiefly meant by taking 
ed to ourſebves, | 


Hed to it, as it is, and ought to be, gene- 


2. Our | 


- k 
— — 
— 
— A 
© F . 


this obvious and unanſwerable 'Retortid 
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2. Our ſtrict Obſeryance of thoſe Dutiy 
1 are incumbent on Us in con Ou 
mon with the bLaity, 4 | 


We are Beings of the ame Heger M t 
bers of the ſame Church, Subjects of 
ſame Nation, as thoſe we teach, «rh oh | 
under the ſame Moral, Religious, and 0 
Obligations. We have the fame Laws jr 
ſcribed to us, under each of theſe Th 
and are liable to the ſame Penalties 2. 
nexed to their Violation. If, therefore, i 
do not act as we ought, we are not on lu 
equally criminal and puniſhable as ala 
Delinquents, but, as we are accountable { 
preſumptuouſly * our own prof 
Convictions, ſo are we chargeable with g 

the ill Effects of our bad Example. 
It muſt needs be with an ill Grace dl 
we recommend Ought, which we notoriou 
neglect, or reprove Qught of which f 
Hearers, as well as our own Heat 
know us to be habitually guilty. In wo! 
a Caſe, we muſt expect that our Adu 
inſtead of a due Reception, will meet wi 


*© Thou, that teacheſt another, teacheſs i 
&« not thy ſelf?” and that our Sincerity, 4 
well as — will be called in Queſtion 


Thi 
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Thus ſhall we invalidate the Authority, not 
only of our Doctrine, but of that of 
zur more worthy Brethren, and the Diſho- 
Pour, which we juſtly derive on our Per- 
ing, will be injurionſly reflected on our Or- 
nr. Our Preaching will be thought mere 
unt and Ge, or, at beſt, but a For- 
nl and mechanical Compoſition of Words, 
ttered without an — ſerious Meaning. Our 

u 


ontradictory & will afford Micth to 
Ta be Infidel, 2 give Offence to the honeſt 
eliever, will confirm the Bad, and ſtagger 


Good, and, as Men are ever more in- 
luenced by Precedent, than by Precept, will 
Wncourage more, than we can tber t poſ- 
bly diſcourage, any Sort of Immorality ot 
religion, | - 
Whereas a Deportment agreeable to our 
Doctrine, as it will attract Eſteem to our 
t erſons and Office, ſo will it give That 
8 proper Weight and Force on our Hearers, 
ho muſt be convinced that we are in ear- 
jeſt and preach from our Heart. They will 
ot only bear, but ee their Duty on all its 
ranches, and be fenſibly taught ta apply 
e general Preſcriptions of the Pulpit to the 
arious Occaſions of Practice. | 
Our Diſcourſes, which we deliver perhaps 
o but a ſmall Number of Men, will be 
publiſhed to a much larger in our Exam- 
le, which will itfelf be one continued 
TuWcrmon, ſuited to all Capacities, ſuch as 
D | the 


thy Objects, nor does alter the abſolute N. 


by the Uſe made of it, be productive of ſud 
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the moſt unlettered may read, 4 and the moſt 
ignorant may, underſtand. ._.. 
It muſt be owned, that we ; Puck ou 
Share of Human Infirmities, that we. ar 
Men of like Paſſions with others, and ar 
expoſed to the ſame Temptations; and there 
fore, as we have not the ſupernatural Afi 
ſtance, which was vouchſafed to the Fir 
Preachers of the Goſpel, to make us inal 
lible, ſo neither is it to be expected that m 
ſhould be impeccable, — that our Do&rinWil 
and Example ſhould run exactly parald P* 
and keep Pace together, in the whole Sm it 
of Life. 

And though. our worſt, Conduct does nd 
deſtroy, nor abate, the Efficacy of our 8. 
cramental Offices, in reſpe& to their wa 


tures of Truth and Falſhood, of Good aut 
Evil; — though it does not really AM 
the Obligations, nor excuſe. the Offences, e 
other Men; —— though, in Fine, it is wi" 
Argument againſt either our Inſtitution 6 
our Doctrine; — yet, as it will afluredl 


ill Effects, it highly behaves us to be as c 
tious as we can, and match the Cenſorioꝗ 
neſs, under whoſe. Eye. We. continually bl 
by our Circumſpection. 1 

Beſides thoſe Actions, which are , 1 


Evil in Al, dee are many, which may b 
i uncceu 


8 =_ : — - + 
= 
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cent in others and yet culpable in Us, 
js the miſbecome and debaſe our Profet- 
Pon, the Reverence due to which we ought, 
arefully to preſerve, with that fame laud- 
ible: Pride, which ſhould with-hold eve 

Min from acting ont of Character, Reneath 


if Is proper Rank and Station, and with which 
Firſ e are bid to tt none 22 ur, by any 
oal bdecent Condeſcenſions. 


The spiritual Diſtinction, by which we 
* ſeparated from other Men, though it 
Wocs not debar us from joining with them, 

cher in the Employments or Amuſements 
Lie, yet requites us, when we do ſo, to put 
Wurſclyes | under the Conduct of Prudence, 
phich muſt direct our Behaviour on each 
decaſion, 7 
We are not, it is certain, ſo aiflioguiſhed] 

5 to be ſet above the common Wants 'ani 

xigencies of Humanity — to be uncon-, 
jected with the reſt of Manking-—or t to be 
nconcetned in the Affairs of this World; . 


5 0 
nnd therefore we por only may, but ought'to 
end ſuch I ng of our Time in an 
(oo MP tteition to out oral Intereſts and Con- 


erns, as may be neceſſary for their Manage- 
Pent and Promotion, and prevent the De. 
riment they ta otherwiſe. ſuffer, injurious 
ourſelves and Dependants, in any Inſtance. 
r et as "Converſations and Exerciſes, 
burely divertive, are as needful for us as for 
Ahets, to recruit out exhauſted Spirits, and 


D 2 relieve 


[ 28 ] 
relieve our wearied Minds, to keep our By, 
dies in proper Temperament, and our whole 
{elves in good Humour; they are, for theſ 
Reaſons, allowed us within the Bounds « 
Moderation and Decency, and will, in fuck 
our Uſe of them, ſerve to remove that falf 
and diſcouraging Notion, which ſome hay 
of Religion, as an Inſtitution fit only fa 
Mopes and Hypocondriacks, inconſiſtent with 
Chearfulneſs, and the Enliyements of & 
ciety. | 5 

Further, as in the Church we beloy 
to, the ſettled Revenue of its Clergy i 
by legal Authority, diſtributed in differen 
Partions, to different Places, it is lawfi 
for us to better, as we can, our outwarl 
Conditions, and advance our Stations and 
Fortunes, with this Proviſo, that our pi 
mary and principal Motive be, not to en. 
rich or aggrandize ourſelves and Familie 
but to enlarge the Sphere of our Beneficence 
and exemplary Influence in the Exerciſe d 
aur Function. To ſecure. our Integrity 
againſt the Corruption of Pleaſures, Richs 
and - Honours, either qvervalued or miſap 
plied, this Reflection ſhould ever be upper 
moſt in our Minds, that the very End and 
Deſign of aur Profeſſion is a Preparati 
for another Wor Id, and that, therefore, 
ought to fit more looſe and indifferent t0 
:b;s, than. thoſe, who, in a Multiplicity d 
Rngagenagnis: proper id It, cannot fo cab 

IH, 1 . a ra 


my — — — 
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Uoſtract their Affections from it, as we 


ay, whoſe Studies habituate us to look 
heſt Ne by the preſent Scene of Things, == 


s of Mrhoſe Views are by our Function directed 
uch owards Heaven, and extended into a bound- 
ale eis Eternity. In Proportion to this extra- 
nn rdinary Advantage, we are, certainly, more 


bliged, than all other Men, to erve 
8 unhurt, amidſt all 2 inſi- 


Wious Blandiſhments, with which it is ſur- 
unded, in this State of Probation, = 


lon © INE 

l To conclude: 
rent WY Not a more cogent and affecting Motive 
«fol Ea JE be urged for our taking due 
rad e to ourſelves as well as to our Doctrine, 
and ban what is here ſuggeſted, that on the 
pt. Mbſervance of ſuch Caution depends both 
e or own and other Mens eternal Salva- 
IN nn. 
NC It may not, indeed, be in our Power, 
e all we can ſay or do, to keep every one 


his proper Path, and, if we perform but 
rr Parts, we ſhall have nothing to anſwer 


laß; er, on the Score of any one's Deviation. 
per. e The Sum of the Whole is this: — 
an we have been negligent in ſhewing any, 
n bo ought to have been inſtructed by us, 


bat to believe and do, as the Will and 
Nord of their Creator — if we have ſuf- 


*. Fred any, under our immediate Inſpection, 
. 


perſiſt, unadmoniſhed,, in Error and 
; RT Vice, 
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Vice, or cauſed any to commit either by 


* Miſre reſentations of Truth an 


rtue, —— or, if, how orthodox and aff. 
25 ſoever in both our publick and pris 
vate Documents, we have counter-age 
them in our Example, — if we have not 
contained ourſelves within thoſe . Limits. d 
Morality,” eligion, and Civil Government 
which we have ſet. to others, but have pr pre. 
ſumed” to grant. ourſelves a general Diſpen. 
ſation, againſt our own conſcious ſettle 
Senſe 'of its Illegality — immenſe will be 
our Guilt, with ſuch Aggravations, and the 
Addition of other Mens Sins, to our om 
wilt {well our Account to a Pitch Incapabl 
of Excuſe and, Pardon. | 
Hut if, ons the, contraty, we babe been 
faithful 'to our important” Truſt — if * 
have diligently inculcated all Truths and 
Duties, moral. religious and political, ages 
ably to the Dickates of right. Reaſon, to tie 
Precepts of Revelation, 10 the Senſe of on 
own Church, and to the Conſtitution of out 
own Nation. if we have fincerely endes 
vouted to'make' all, under our Care, good 
Men, good Chri Nians, good Prifzſtants, and 
good Subjects; — and if we have exempliſie 
our hoe DoRtine f in our own conſpicuou 
Practice; —as we ſhall, in this World, har 
had the inexpreſſible Satisfactions of our ow 
Conſciences continually enhanced by percer 


ing the happy Fruits of our Labour; fo, ins 
next, 


* 


ä 
ext, when we come to appear before the 
great Higb-prieſt of our Profeſſion, whoſe 
ice-gerents we are, we ſhall be rewarded 
y him with a diſtinguiſhed Meaſure of 
lory—— ſhall ine, among thoſe who have 
urned many to Righteouſneſs, as the Bright- 
eſs of the Firmament, and as Stars for ever 


md ever. Amen. 
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